E.F. Goodall Prairie School House
506 North Second Ave
St. Charles, IL
Owners: Jan & Laura Boldt
(639) 587-5682
e -

T
it

i

(1]

Rt

i1
il
|

[
- 'i.ﬂ.
|

1L

il
-

!.

ot i

i

(€1 2006R. MeNioos

L e

Our prairie-style home exemplifies the architectural design made popular by Frank Lloyd
Wright during the early 1900’s. Our 1916 home features overhanging eaves, long horizontal
lines, rows of small windows, and a brick and stucco exterior. Consistent with many Frank
Lloyd Wright homes, the interior of our home features large rooms, wide oak trim around
windows and doorways, and a very distinctive staircase and railing.

2 @he original owner of our
home was Ernest F. Goodell,
the son of Joel Goodell. Joel

' and his wife, Orrinda, came
to St. Charles in January of
1857. As a resident of St.
Charles, Joel held many
offices of trust, including a
member of the school board,
the assessor for the town of
St. Charles for twenty years,
a deputy in the office of Kane
County for sixteen years, and
a tax collector for four years.




goel was a home-loving man, who
made strong friendships and was well
known in Kane County. Two years before
his death in 1916, Joel Goodell was
retired, but active and interested in all
things pertaining to his town, country
and nation.

The only child of Joel and Orrinda,
Ernest F. Goodell was born in St. Charles &
on August 31, 1858. He would marry ﬁﬁ‘ : .
Abby Peterson on October 22, 1884 and - ' s
the couple would have three children: e,
Ralph, Harry and Charlotte. Joel Goodell
resided with Ernest after the death of
wife in 1901 and was part of his son’s
family. E.F. Goodell would build a new
home for the family at the corner of
Second Avenue and Park (then 653 East
Second Street, today 506 North Second
Avenue) in St. Charles.

i

E.F. Goodell
The Goodell’s started to move into their prairie-style home in April of 1916, but Joel would
pass away a month later on May 23, 1916. As customary of the time, the funeral services for
Joel Goodell were held at the home and burial was at North Cemetery in St. Charles, Illinois.

@he E.F. Goodell home was pictured in the 1928 publication, “St. Charles, IL: The Beauty

Spot of the Fox River Valley.” The pamphlet was published by the Chronicle to help promote
the City of St. Charles.

FIn October of 1972 the Illinois Historic Structures Survey considered the property to be of
special interest and included it in their published “Inventory of Historic Structures in Kane
County.”

®n November 1% of 2006, the St. Charles Historical Preservation Committee unanimously

approved the application for landmark status and the property was designated a Historical
Landmark for the City of St Charles by the City Council on November 13, 2006.



St. Charles Chronicle Feature on E. F. Goodell, October 22, 1914
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“St. Charles, IL: The Beauty Spot of the Fox River Valley”
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